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What To Quote— 
A Choice 


Every minister faces both a problem and a 
decision as he prepares his sermons. In this 
there also lurks a subtle temptation. How face 
the problem; how shall one decide; how shall 
one face up to the temptation? 


Wide reading, if that reading is done with 
discrimination, can be of the utmost value. 
Furthermore, there are so many good books on 
so many worthwhile subjects that it is impos- 
sible to exhaust their resources or to convey 
all of their implications to others. 


Set over against all other books there is one 
Book, the Holy Bible. However, if much of 
it is irrelevant for our times, and if relevant 
prophetic concepts are more adequately ex- 
pressed by some of our modern thinkers, the- 
ological and otherwise, then it is natural and 
right that sermons should be bolstered with 
their opinions and findings. 


Between these extremes there is the even more 
natural temptation to quote from men and 
books who have shown great spiritual insights 
and expressed them in a usable way. 


We therefore find that the problem is one 
of primary use of the Scriptures as the back- 
ground for sermons, or the substitution of 
human concepts for Biblical truth, or the bol- 
stering of the latter with man-made prose or 
poetry. 


Little can be said against truth expressed by 
gifted pens. But much can be said against the 
substitution of man-made philosophies and con- 
clusions for the Bible itself. 


Every congregation can be divided into two 
classes—the lost and the saved. The former 
need conviction, repentance and conversion to 
faith in Jesus Christ. The latter need to be 
built up in their faith and strengthened to go 
out and live daily for the Christ. whom they 
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have professed. It is the presence in every con- 
gregation of two types of people, the living and 
the dead, which makes the minister’s task so 
hard. It is this fact which also makes the use 
of God's Word so imperative. 


Sinners are saved through the preaching of 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. It is in the 
Bible that we have Him portrayed and through 
the Biblical record that we come to know of 
His person and work and of our need. 


Saints are developed in Christian living by 
Biblical indoctrination. Not that other sources 
are not helpful, but the basis of Christian faith 
and living is found in the written Word. 


For this reason the pulpit’s message must 
be centered in the Bible if it is to be — 
Preaching can be intriguing, or entertaining, 0 
impressive; it can even be inspiring, but it is 
effective and lasting only as it is centered i 
divine revelation. 


Extensive quotations from secular writers can 
demonstrate wide and appreciative reading. 
Such quotations may stimulate the hearer’s 
thinking and they can demonstrate _ the 
speaker’s erudition. But the vital question is 
whether they glorify God and honor His Word 
and in so doing illuminate and strengthen the 
hearers in things of the Spirit. 


With the unlimited resources of the Bible, 
resources which prove themselves relevant for 
the needs of the individual and of corporate 
society as a whole, there is small excuse to stand 
in any pulpit as God’s messenger and resort to 
anything less than God’s message itself. 

The average individual seated in the pew 
would echo the words of long ago: “Sir, we 
would see Jesus.” 

—L.N.B 





It is said that Jonathan Edwards, before he 
died, claimed his children for God. Investiga- 
tion showed that in five generations not one 
failed to embrace the Christian faith. 
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The Taipeh Riots 
Why? 

Editor's Note — The following are excerpts 
from a letter written by a veteran missionary, 
a man known for the moderation and care with 
which he approaches any problem. Here we 
find food for serious thought. (See editorial 
on Page 4.) 


Taipei, Taiwan, May 25, 1957. 


“This letter is short and does not attempt to 
tell all that has happened. Maybe people at a 
distance know more than we do in some aspects. 
But I doubt if the U. S. government forces get 
all the angles which we get who know some- 
thing of the psychology and attitudes of the 
Chinese. 


Personally, I have feared or rather expected 
some events like those which have happened. 
The Chinese here are a gentle and quiet peo- 
ple. But if you offend them or treat them badly, 
they don’t forget. Years and months of resent- 
ment build up, which results in mob action. 
[ feel that the Consular authorities have been 
warning the military but the latter being strange 
to this land did not take the warnings too 
seriously, 


For some time and especially with increased 
tempo as the U. S. forces have increased, there 
have been events of friction. This was partly 
by so very many of our men going to the bars 
established for U. S. personnel. There were 
in connection with these bars, bar maids, some 
of whom may have come from decent homes 
originally and others who were just plain pros- 
titutes. Outside, the U. S. men, with their free 
use of money had attracted girls from young 
Chinese sweethearts, and the paper says _ this 
caused resentment. You will remember that 
man from Kaoshiung who in our conference 
when you were here, made damaging charges 
against the evil behavior of U. S. service men. 
That seems to be the general attitude among 
the better class Chinese. I can give one or two 
illustrations. There are a group of friendly 
pedicab men in our neighborhood. Some of 
them are Christians. One of the men, who is a 
quiet kind of fellow, who has been pulling us 
for six years or more, was in front of a bar, 
waiting for trade in the middle of the night. 
A U. S. service man came out. He got into an 
altercation with the pedicab man. I think the 





soldier was drunk, or at least had been drink- 
ing. The pedicab man, according to what was 
told me was an onlooker. The U. S. soldier 
struck him in the temple with a bottle and just 
missed an artery. The next morning the front 
of the bar was covered with his blood. They 
rushed this man to the hospital, and I went to 
see him in the hospital. He had a person write 
his appeal to the U. S. government authorities. 
They did nothing about it. Again, a young 
service man told me that outside of the city 
he struck a man and he was unconscious. This 
he did evidently speeding on a motorcycle. I 
see the service men on the busy street speeding 
far beyond the limit allowed by the Chinese 
government. 


Now, to the immediate cause of the outbreak 
here, with much more of a background than 
I have given. On Grass Mountain one night 
in the residence of a sergeant, there was a 
prowler. The non-commissioned officer claimed 
he was peeping in the bath room where his wife 
was bathing. He shot him, the man ran and 
when he was about fifty feet off, he shot again 
and killed the Chinese man, who left a widow 
and a little girl of three. Now at this point, 
we should be clear that the Chinese point of 
view is very different. They have very few armed 
night robbers, but sometimes petty sneak thieves. 
The Chinese idea is to make a noise and he 
will run away. They would never dream of 
shooting at a man, to kill him, in the case of a 
sneak thief. But the American idea is that when 
a person comes armed on your place or prowl- 
ing, you can shoot. The sergeant claimed this 
man was armed; ‘self-defense.’ 


The American point of view is self-defense, 
and he killed a man. The Chinese point of 
view is not to kill in such circumstances. They 
take very seriously the killing of a man. The 
present vice-president had his chauffeur shot 
on the spot for driving and killing a person 
on the road. Life for a life, tooth for a tooth. 
The killing of a Chinese by a U. S. sergeant has 
been played up in the Chinese papers. He, by 
present arrangements, was tried by a U. S. mili- 
tary court three days ago, the military judges 
took a little over an hour to reach a decision 
of not guilty. The American audience clapped 
their hands, and went up to congratulate. The 
Chinese audience was silent and sullen. It 
should never have been allowed like that. 


The next morning after the trial the widowed 
Chinese mother and little girl appeared at the 
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gate of the American Embassy. (The Ambassa- 
dor was in Hongkong.) She had a written sign 
that injustice was done her, she was on a hunger 
strike, until justice was done and the sergeant 
was punished for killing her husband. She was 
given a mike and made a stirring appeal in 
tears. A crowd, quickly gathered reaching 10,000 
very quickly. The Embassy was stormed about 
1:30, the U. S. flag torn down and the Chinese 
flag put up, cars were turned over. Then, the 
crowd ran all over the place taking files out into 
the street, throwing typewriters out upstairs 
windows. U. S. codes were stolen. The police 
came at once but were helpless against such 
a mob. They did succeed in getting four con- 
suls out who had been caught inside, but they 
were beaten up. The window panes were broken 
out by the crowd throwing rocks. 


The first I heard of it was about 2:30 P. M. 
just after the storming of the Embassy. I saw 
the U. S. flag was down, and the Chinese flag 
up. At four-thirty I had to go to a place on 
the wrong side of the tracks to hold examina- 
tion of inquirers to be baptized. At six when 
I was starting home, the brother of the preacher 
came in rather excited. He is a Chinese soldier. 
He said that the mobs were attacking Americans 
of every description on the street. They begged 
me not to go home alone, but with night 
coming on I decided it best to try. But 
the Chinese Christian soldier friend, brother 
of the preacher, insisted on sitting with 
me in the open pedicab. The preacher rode 
a bicycle by the side. As I went up the big 
street I could see that a rough crowd was 
gathering. I passed the CSSA offices. Next door 
is the big Hongkong restaurant. An hour later 
two Americans coming out of that restaurant 
were beaten up. As I passed near the big bars 
near our house, I saw a U. S. soldier drive up 
to go into the bar. I also saw some rough 
necks moving toward him. In the evening things 
were worse. Americans in cars were told to 
get out, and cars turned over. The _ police 
seemed to have tried to stop things. Because 
they arrested some people the crowd later went 
to the central police station demanding the 
people be released. When the crowd started 
to storm the police station, they opened fire, 
killing one and injuring others. Later in the 
night the military police began to pour into 
the city, and the Chinese army began to take 
over; curfew was declared and things were under 
control about eleven o’clock. Today the U. S. 
Embassy has urged all U. S. service and civilian 
personnel to stay off the street. The heavy 
downpour of rain has kept crowds off the street 
today. We went to the office as usual early 
this morning, but decided to follow the Embassy 
advice and work at home. On the street I saw 
forces of the Chinese army, guarding our Chris- 
tian Service men’s center just around the cor- 
ner. They were expecting trouble as they had 
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machine guns and fire extinguishers. Our going 
along the street seemed to attract surprised at. 
tention. “Why there goes a foreigner!” One 
missionary was stopped and when he told them 
he was a missionary they said we are doing 
nothing to you. We are not going to hurt any 
good people. There are many frustrations, 
hates. Some say that this trial, or as all Chinese 
say, mis-trial, has given roughnecks a chance, 
others say that the Communists are behind the 
whole thing, stirring. The radio from the main. 
land has been active.” 





Christian Missions and 
Americans Abroad 


In this issue we are carrying parts of a letter 
from a veteran missionary in Taiwan, a man 
known for his carefulness and restraint in every 
sense of the word. 


Christian missions are adversely affected by 
events which have transpired in recent weeks 
in Formosa. But there are many other incidents 
which are never publicized but which affect 
Christian work. 


From the standpoint of national interest 
many of these incidents could be avoided. Armed 
services personnel should be thoroughly screened 
before being sent abroad and the individuals 
who are obvious liabilities should be kept at 
home. 


Furthermore, Americans abroad should be 
thoroughly briefed regarding local customs and 
amenities. 

And, so far as the armed services are con- 
cerned, far stricter discipline should be main- 
tained. Why should drunkenness and the flout- 
ing of local concepts of decency be permitted? 
The writer has on two occasions been in a city 
when troops under iron discipline took over. 
He has also been there when just the opposite 
was the case. The reaction of the people was 
overwhelmingly friendly to regimes which con- 
trolled their troops and resentful and vindictive 
against those who abused them. Surely, for the 
good name of America, we can set up standards 
for our men and require that they be main- 
tained. 


This is a matter which unquestionably can 
be effected at top levels — and it should be. 
—L.N.B. 


A Southern Christian Looks 
at the Race Problem 


By Rev. G. T. Gillespie, D.D., Litt. D. | 
Reprints of the article appearing in the | 
June 5th, 1957, issue now available at $1.00 
per dozen or $6.00 per hundred postpaid. 
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The Christian Economic Foundation is dedi- 
cated to the preservation of our heritage of 
freedom and its perpetuation in every area of 
American life. It is the conviction of the Direc- 
tors of this Foundation that freedom is indi- 
visible and must be defended in every segment 
of our society. 


Intelligent observers are becoming increas- 
ingly aware that this priceless spiritual asset 
that we call freedom is in peril. A prominent 
industrialist recently declared that our resources 
of freedom are dangerously near the point of 
safe reserve. The Christian Economic Founda- 
tion is endeavoring to do something constructive 
about this spiritual treasure that we as a nation 
inherited approximately 180 years ago. 


The eighth annual meeting of the Christian 
Economic Foundation was held in the Crystal 
Room of the Great Northern Hotel in New 
York City on May Ist and 2nd. Dr. Howard 
E. Kershner, distinguished author and econo- 
mist, presided at this meeting. He introduced 
as the first speaker on the program Dr. T. 
Robert Ingram of Houston, Texas. Dr. Ingram 
gave a message on how to organize and operate 
a Christian parish school. 


The Houston rector of St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church announced his subject as “The Chris- 
tian Day School.” He outlined the history of 
the formation of this school and furnished in- 
formation that should encourage others to un- 
dertake similar work in their own churches. 


Three convictions led to the formation of 
this school, said the speaker. “First, there was 
the conviction that all instruction or teaching 
is basically religious in nature and therefore 
a primary concern to the Christian church. 
Second, there was a general agreement that 
schools now controlled by tax-supported agen- 
cies are unsatisfactory. Not only are they unable 
to offer instruction in Christian doctrine but 
they are falling behind traditional high stan- 
dards of Christian scholarship. Third, there 
was and is the need to use our money to full 
advantage since we are a community of strictly 
limited resources.” 


With penetrating insight the speaker affirmed, 
“Just as the church is a place to worship, so 
the church is the place to acquire knowledge, 
interpret it and evaluate it. We cannot expect 
non-Christians to do Christian teaching and we 
do not look for Christians who are not active 
in the church to do so.” 
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Encouraging other churches to start Christian 
schools, the speaker commented, “No capital 
funds are necessary, no fancy window-dressing. 
All that is required to have a school are teachers, 
pupils, and a place to meet. The school can pay 
its OWN Operating expenses with moderate tui- 
tion or the cost can be absorbed by the con- 
gregation. It is not arguable that it can be 
done. The circumstances of our community are 
substantially the same as any other part of the 
nation.” 


The Freedom Campaign in the Schools 


“The Freedom Campaign in the Schools” 
was the subject of an address by Mr. Louis 
Milione, the field director of the American 
Economic Foundation. Recognizing that the 
school system of America is one of our weak 
points and the place where the enemy is infil- 
trating to subvert the finest traditions of our 
land, the speaker had some fine things to say 
in regard to the importance of conducting a 
campaign for freedom in the public schools. 


From Mr. Milione’s address we transmit the 
following quotations: “Mass ignorance of eco- 
nomic fundamentals has been responsible for 
most of the tragic political betrayals which 
darken the history of modern man. Politics is 
merely economics at work. Almost every human 
action has economic significance and going 
through life without an economic frame of 
reference is like trying to play a game without 
a rule book. Even moral behaviour is economic 
because that which is morally wrong is eco- 
nomically unsound. Our young people should 
start their adult life knowing that Mother Na- 
ture has definite and immutable rules for the 
management of her human household and a 
violation of those rules cannot fail to cause 
personal or collective hardship. Without this 
knowledge it is impossible to expect rational 
economic and political behaviour, yet how many 
of today’s juveniles leave high school properly 
instructed in this area?” 


“Without the moral principles of Christian 
teaching our youngsters can’t understand the 
real meaning of American history and our eco- 
nomic system and the virtue of the limited form 
of government is lost.” 


Through the facilities of the American Eco- 
nomic Foundation, textbooks adapted to the 
schools of America on the subject “How We 
Live in America” have been prepared. These 
books present in simple language sound eco- 
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nomic Christian principles. This Foundation 
has also provided a number of films on the 
same subject. These textbooks and the series 
of films are being used this summer at the 
young people’s conferences at Camp Westmin- 
ster in Atlanta. The Camp Committee of Camp 
Westminster is grateful for these helps designed 
to explain economics through the workings of 
free enterprise. 


The Freedom Campaign Among Students 


“The Freedom Campaign in the Colleges” 
was the subject of an address given by Mr. E. 
Victor Milione, Executive Vice-President of the 
Intercollegiate Society of Individualists, Inc. On 
the campus at the University of Houston, said 
Mr. Milione, there is an inscription which asks, 
“How is liberty to be continued or self-govern- 
ment maintained by those who know nothing 
of their principles?” His answer was that liberty 
cannot be continued or self-government main- 
tained by those who know nothing of their 
principles. Therefore, to continue liberty in 
self-government, their principles must be fos- 
tered. This is the task that the Intercollegiate 
Society of Individualists has assumed in relation 
to the college student. 


This organization’s basic approach in foster- 
ing the principles of liberty is through a litera- 
ture program. 


Mr. Milione explained that a great deal of 
the teaching in our secular institutions today 
are based on moral relativism, cultural deter- 
minism, and collectivism, and these solutions 
are presented as scientifically validated. 


The religious beliefs of students are ques- 
tioned often, said Mr. Milione. To offset this, 
Edmund A. Opitz prepared for his organiza- 
tion suitable material for distribution on “Re- 
ligion and the Social Problem.” ‘This work 
discusses three relevant propositions. First, there 
is both a supernatural order and a natural 
order and the supernatural transcends the 
natural. Second, these orders interpenetrate. 
Third, there are mandates issuing from the 
supernatural order enjoining some and _for- 
bidding other patterns of conduct. 


The Society that Mr. Milione represents has 
its own newspaper, “The Individualist.” To 
date there have been four issues published. It 
provides a means for students to report advances 
made by conservatism on their campuses and 
the Intercollegiate Society of Individualists 
chapter activities. 


Ministers’ Conferences 


Rev. Irving Howard gave a report on the 
ministers’ conferences conducted by the Chris- 
tian Freedom Foundation during the past year. 
These conferences seek to mold public opinion 
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favorable to a free market. In reaching this 
objective there is a three-fold problem: how 
to get the material read, how to get it under- 
stood and how to win confidence. These con- 
ferences have been informational, developmental 
and reconciliational. In each the general phil- 
osophy is explained. On some occasions repre. 
sentative businessmen have been present. Face 
to face contacts of this kind dispel prejudice 
much more effectively than reams of argument. 
The results of these conferences have been en- 
couraging. 


The Practice of Christian Freedom 


Mr. Spencer Heath spoke to the Directors 
on “The Practice of Christian Freedom.” Mr. 
Heath, an engineer by profession, paid high 
tribute to the place of the Golden Rule in 
business. He said that this is a simple rule 
and a divine command that men enter into 
contractual relationships with one another and 
thereby do unto each other in like manner 
as they would have done unto them. He ob- 
served, ‘Note that the word is DO — not refrain 
or desist. It is not a prohibition. It is a com- 
mand, a call to action for all who would enter 
into the secure, the creative and_ thereby 
spiritual and exalted mode of life. . . . In 
this almost unwitting obedience to the divine 
command that we practice free contractual re- 
lationships lies the whole foundation of a heav- 
enly kingdom on the earth in which the Golden 
Rule is destined to displace the Iron Rule in 
the public as it does now in all honest private 
and business affairs.” 


Economic and Political Problems 


The discussion of some current economic and 
political problems took place under the leader- 
ship of Mr. Percy L. Greaves, economic con- 
sultant and top authority in government. These 
questions had been mailed in to Mr. Greaves 
prior to the meeting. 


All the evils of life stem from the violations 
of Christian principles, said Mr. Greaves. He 
pointed out that more people bow down and 
worship government than worship God and we 
have to pay for the violation of God’s laws. 


Space does not permit a full record of ques- 
tions and answers discussed during this period. 
A few are listed for the benefit of our readers. 


1. Are there any trends that we are turning 
back to the right way in economics? 


“The present situation is only a slowing down 
into socialism. Our hope is that we can get ou! 
young people to see what is right in economics 
and government and follow that course.” 


2. What is the best way to educate people as 
to what is right or wrong in economics? 
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The answer to this question, said Mr. 
Greaves, is “The Bible. It is still the best book 
for us to follow on sound principles of economics 
and government.” 


$. Do passing new laws solve our problems? 


“The answer to our problems is not another 
law. New laws usually complicate the problem.” 


1. What do you think of foreign economic 
aid as administered today? 


Mr. Greaves raised another question, “Who 
are we aiding?” He said we are not aiding 
people in need especially but governments who 
sell these gifts of Americans to their people. 
He emphasized that the only economic aid 
that is counting today is that which is done in 
the name of Christ. Much that we are doing 
for other countries is merely subsidizing social- 
ist politicians. He continued, “Our present 
program is taking the property of American 
people and dispensing it for the benefit of 
politicians in other countries. This is not 
Christian charity. For example, we give tobacco 
to England and France and they are selling it 
to other nations.” 


5. Is there any real basis for expecting the 
income tax to be repealed? 


The answer to this was “I don’t see it. If 
this tax is repealed the government may get 
it in some worse manner. For example, the 
government might seize private property.” 


6. What about federal aid for education? 


“This is part of a communist manifesto. Karl 
Marx recommended it. The danger in federal 
education is that there are strings always at- 
tached to it which means federal control.” 


7. How can the states retain their rights 
set forth in the Constitution? 


“The Supreme Court decision on segregation 
throws out the Constitution,” said the leader 
of this program. He also pointed out that in 
education there must be set up in our country 
private schools. 


8. What is the relation between socialism 
and communism? 


“Basically they are the same. The aim is the 
same. Communism uses force, socialism uses 
the majority to get control of everything and 
everybody. Both believe that the capitalistic 
system is all wrong.” 


9. Is there a definite trend toward socialism 
all over the world? 


“Yes, including this country. Everything that 
comes up we turn to government to solve it. 
Socialists aim at complete control by govern- 
ment or solution from all problems by means 
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of legislation and control. In America today 
we are looking more and more to the govern- 
ment instead of God for the solution of our 
problems.” 


Motives, Taxes and Laws in Pre-Biblical Sumer 


One of the most informative messages pre- 
sented was by Dr. Samuel Noah Kramer, pro- 
fessor of Assyriology at the University of Penn- 
sylvania. Dr. Kramer is the nation’s leading 
authority on the Sumerian civilization. 


Dr. Kramer stated that the first high civiliza- 
tion in Western Asia and probably in world 
history was that of the people who inhabited 
the land of Sumer about 5,000 years ago. This 
country, which thousands of years later came 
to be known as Babylonia, consists of the lower 
halt of Mesopotamia, roughly from about mod- 
ern Baghdad to the Persian Gulf. It has an area 
of about 8,000 square miles, about the same 
as our state of Massachusetts. 


Although the climate of Sumer was hot and 
dry, through it ran the rivers Tigris and Eu- 
phrates, which rise in the mountains of Armenia 
to the north, and flood their banks every year 
after the snows thaw and melt. This country 
became a veritable “Garden of Eden.” Sumer 
became one of the richest farming and cattle 
raising countries in the entire Ancient World. 


The early inhabitants of Sumer showed un- 
usual ingenuity and inventiveness in many 
ways. These people were advanced in culture 
and they developed a system of writing which 
was borrowed and used all over Western Asia 
for thousands of years. They wrote on clay 
which is practically indestructible. Almost all 
that we have learned about the Ancient History 
of Western Asia comes from the thousands and 
thousands of clay tablets excavated by the 
archaeologists in the past hundred years. 


The Sumerians were noted not only for tech- 
nological inventiveness and ingenuity, but for 
their ideals and values as well. Not unlike 
Americans of today they placed extraordinary 
stress on ambition and success: the individual 
Sumerian was brought up to cultivate social 
preeminence and prestige, to strive for honor 
and recognition among his fellow men. He 
was deeply conscious of his personal rights and 
tended to resent any encroachment on them, 
whether by his king, superior, or equal. The 
Sumerians compiled laws and law-codes, and 
put everything down in “black and white” in 
order to avoid misunderstanding, misrepresen- 
tation, and arbitrariness. 


A century ago nothing was known of these 
people, but today as a result of the excavation 
of a number of significant Mesopotamian sites, 
the Sumerians are one of the best-known peoples 
of the ancient Near East. We now have a fair 
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cross-section of their material culture: their 
public buildings and private homes, their archi- 
tectural devices and building techniques, their 
tools, utensils, weapons, and the varied products 
of their arts and crafts. In addition, there have 
been excavated in Sumer hundreds of thou- 
sands of clay tablets inscribed with their eco- 
nomic, legal and administrative records. These 
records give a fair picture of the Sumerian 
economic structure and social organization. 


From these ancient records we learn that 
as early at 2400 B. C. the Sumerians revolted 
against bureaucracy and taxation. 


In the course of this address, Dr. Kramer 
observed, “Now as with ourselves the social 
danger that the Sumerians had to guard against 
was an oppressive bureaucracy particularly as 
manifested in uncurbed powers of taxation. In- 
deed, the Sumerians who were rarely fooled by 
appearances and ‘kept their eyes on the ball’ 
had a word for it, a proverb which said: ‘You 
can have a lord, you can have a king, but the 
man to fear is the tax collector.’ This brings 
us to one of the most precious documents in 
the history of political evolution, a contempor- 
ary account of social reform including a rather 
enviable tax-reduction program, the document 
which uses the word ‘freedom’ the first time 
in the history of man. 


“But let the hoary Sumerian historian who 
lived more than 4,000 years ago and was there- 


fore a contemporary of the events which he 
reports, tell it more or less in his own words: 
The inspector of the boatmen seized the boats. 
The cattle inspector seized the large cattle, 
and seized the small cattle. The fisheries in- 
spector seized the fisheries. When a citizen of 
Lagash brought a wool-bearing sheep to the 
palace for shearing, he had to pay five shekels 
if the wool was white. If a man divorced his 
wife, the ruler got five shekels and his vizier 
got one shekel. If a perfumer made an oil 
preparation, the ruler got five shekels, the vizier 
got one shekel, and the palace steward got 
another shekel. As for the temple and its prop- 
erty, the ruler took it over as his own. In 
addition all the more important temple of- 
ficials were deprived of many of their donkeys 
and oxen, as well as of much of their grain. 


‘Even death brought no relief from levies 
and taxes. When a dead man was brought to 
the cemetery for burial, quite a number of 
officials and parasites made it their business 
to be on hand to relieve the bereaved family 
of quantities of barley, bread, and date-wine, 
and various furnishings.” Further stated Dr. 
Kramer, “From one end of the land to the other, 
our venerable reporter observes bitterly, ‘there 
were the tax collectors.’ ” 


There had to be some change and at this 
low point in the political and social affairs 


PAGE 8 


of Lagash the Sumerian chronicler wrote, “A 
new and God-fearing ruler came to the fore, 
Urukagina by name, who restored justice and 
freedom to the long-suffering citizens. He re- 
moved the inspector of the boatmen from the 
boats. He removed the cattle inspector from 
the cattle, large and small. He removed the 
fisheries inspector from the fisheries. He re- 
moved the collector of the silver which had to 
be paid for the shearing of the white sheep. 
When a man divorced his wife, neither the 
ruler nor the vizier got anything. When a 
perfumer made an oil preparation, neither the 
ruler nor the vizier nor the palace steward got 
anything. When a dead man was brought to 
the cemetery for burial the officials received 
considerably less of the dead man’s goods than 
formerly. Temple property was now highly 
respected. From one end of the land to the 
other, the scene reporter observes joyously, 
“There was no tax collector’,” 


? 


From this ancient civilization Dr. Kramer 
concluded with one of its sayings, “You can 
have a land, you can have a king, but the 
man to fear is the tax collector.” 


Foreign Aid and State Medicine 


Dr. Melchior Palyi spoke on a dual subject 
—‘‘Foreign Aid and Socialized Medicine.” Dr. 
Palyi has taught at Oxford University, Uni- 
versity of Southern California, University of 
Chicago and Northwestern University. He is 
a Hungarian by birth and was educated in 
Hungary, Switzerland and Germany. He is 
now an economic consultant as well as a lec- 
turer at a number of colleges and universities. 


Dr. Palyi began by saying that bribing a 
country is an old practice and this is what we 
are doing in much of our economic aid. “They 
take our money,” he added, “and hate us for 
it.” Foreign aid has cost us 58 billions of dol- 
lars during the last 1114 years. He asked, “How 
much good has it done?’ Forty-two foreign 
countries received aid from us. He observed, 
“In the long run, this method does not work. 
It is more of a bribery than a blessing. It is 
bound to continue because if you stop it to- 
morrow you will have a crisis in the export 
business. We have given billions to Britain 
and France yet they are in a critical condition. 
In these countries wages increase and produc- 
tivity declines.” Again he said, “For all prac- 
tical purposes foreign aid has given away our 
gold reserves.” 


This foreign aid program, affirmed Dr. Palyi, 
has had some bad effects on the recipient coun- 
tries. It has been morally ruinous to them. 
It has promoted social experiments that have 
not worked. The difference, he said, between 
our economic aid and military aid many times 
is mere humbug for all aid is economic aid. 
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Dr. Palyi described socialized medicine as 
it operates in Great Britain and other countries 
where all services are free of charge and no 
questions asked, irrespective of means. He em- 
phasized the fact that once you start it, it is 
extremely hard to stop it. He noted that it is 
intolerably expensive, capable of bankrupting 
any nation. Furthermore, it is not the best type 
of service. 


The speaker declared that during the first 
two years in Britain, most of the people had 
their teeth extracted and dentures put in. Un- 
der socialized medicine hospitals have been 
deteriorating. The doctors are threatening a 
strike for January 1, 1958, because of socialized 
medicine. He further stated that all countries 
in Europe have socialized medicine today ex- 
cept Switzerland. 


How to Combat Socialism 


“The Positive Approach to Combating So- 
cialism’”’ was the subject of Mr. Leonard Read 
of “The Foundation for Economic Education, 
Inc.” Mr. Read listed the following methods 
to cope with socialism: 


|. Know what we are scrapping. What is 
this cell in the social cancer that has such 
capacity for inordinate growth? Know that it 
is the belief in the use of force of government 
for the control of life in order to get things 
done. This belief leads to a decrease in free- 
dom. 


2. Restore faith in tree men. We must hold 
that free men can and will do a better job 
than those who are not free. 


3. We must advance the knowledge of the 
superiority of the free enterprise system. Loyal 
Americans should be able to explain the free 
enterprise system and to defend it. Many times 
we do not know sound economic philosophy. 


One of the criticisms, said Mr. Read, con- 
cerning the free enterprise system is that it’s 
too slow. He answered this objection by say- 
ing, “There is no virtue in going fast in the 
wrong direction.” 


4. Show the absurdity of socialism. The 
speaker illustrated this by saying that there 
were two young people in a class. One made 
95 and the other 55. The teacher took 20 off 
of the first and gave it to the second so that 
the latter could pass. And then he asked, “Is 
this right or wrong?” The absurdity of it was 
evident. 


A Few Conclusions 


1. Partisans of liberalism have made a better 
use of their opportunities to promote liberal 
tenets than conservatives. Liberals seem to 
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be more vocal and conservatives frequently lose 
by default. If the conservative position is to 
be maintained in America, then conservatives 
will have to become more aggressive. 


2. The impression that it is smart to be a 
liberal is false and should be exposed. 


Christ gave a test for every system and that 
is, “By their fruits ye shall know them.” Au- 
thorities in economics and government during 
these two days produced an abundance of evi- 
dence to show that liberalism is producing cor- 
rupt fruit. The finest values we have in life 
have come to us through the principles of Chris- 
tian economics. We should be teaching our 
children, therefore, that it is smart to be a con- 
servative and retain our priceless treasures. 


3. America needs a revival of Calvinism and 
its Reformed principles. 


Calvinism is more concerned about long term 
principles than short term expediency. Calvin- 
ism 1s deeply concerned about character and 
without the development of character no system 
is going to work successfully. Calvinism gives 
us a God-centered program and when God 
is put first, our economics and our political 
principles cannot go wrong. 


Looking for a way to make your 


VACATION 


worthwhile, bring you a blessing and 
others at the same time? 


Secure a supply of that 24-page book- 
let “Looking Unto Jesus” attractively 
printed with cover. 


No booklet we have ever published 
has brought so many a real spiritual 
uplift. Send a copy in letters. Give 
copy to those you meet. 


100 for $5.00 — 20 for $1.00 


Ask for that leaflet “Can the Church Over- 
take World Population?” IT IS FREE. 
You will learn there is a way for you to 


HAVE A REAL PART in its accomplishment. 
ORDER TODAY 


Georgia Bible Institute 
Box 351 — Athens, Georgia 




















Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 


in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 

Sunday, July 7, Exodus 2:15b-22. Notice the 
early decisions Moses made that enabled God 
to use him in later years. What way of life 
did he risk losing when he went to visit his 
brethren (2:10, Acts 7:21-22)? What were the 
results of his action (Ex. 2:11-15)? What kind 
of life was God asking Moses to share (2:23; 
3:7) when He called him to return to Egypt 
(3:9-10) ? Once again Moses left loved ones, and 
the comfort and safety of a known way of life 
(2:15b-22) to take up the burden of his peo- 
ple. How does Hebrews 11:24-27 summarize 
these early decisions of Moses’ life? Are the 
major decisions of your life enabling God to 
use you for His own purposes? 

Monday, July 8, Numbers 13:25-33. A thor- 
ough investigation of the Promised Land was 
ordered by the Lord before the Israelites were 
to go up and take it (vv.1-2). What was their 
report as to the nature of the land (vv.26-27) ? 
the nature of the people (vv.28-29,32-33) ? This 
was the land that the Lord had promised to 
His people (13:2; 14:8). Observe the reactions 
of confusion, bitterness and dismay that re- 
sulted from a lack of faith on the part of the 
people (14:1-4). They should have trusted God 
for the land as a result of their experiences 
with Him in the past (14:11). Confusion and 
bitterness and dismay are our lot when we 
refuse to trust God for an uncertain and seem- 
ingly overwhelming future. His faithfulness to 
us in the past should increase our faith in His 
faithfulness in the future (Revelation 1:8,17-18). 

Tuesday, July 9, Judges 8:1-3. Read the ac- 
count of the Battle of Midian (7:17-25). How 
great was the opposition Gideon faced (7:12)? 
What part did the men of Ephraim play in 
the battle (7:24-25)? Yet whose leadership and 
courage and strategy was it that were crucial 
in Midian’s defeat (7:17-23)? Why had Gideon 
chosen to fight against the enemy with so few 
men (7:2,4)? Now notice how Gideon handled 
the complaint of the Ephraimites (8:1-3)? How 
easily he could have defended himself with the 
excuse that he was defending God. Yet, saying 
nothing that was not true, he chose to belittle 
his own accomplishments for the sake of the 
harmony and the advance of God’s cause (8:1-3) . 
Examine also Gideon’s attitude in 8:22-23. 
Here was a man whom God could use. 

Wednesday, July 10, I Samuel 18:1-5. David 
was a man of great natural endowment (16:12, 
18), anointed to be King (16:13), beloved hero 
Jonathan seemed to have just one outstanding 
characteristic, a deep capacity for love, which 
he expressed in his intense devotion to David 
of the people (17:50-51; 18:6,16), mighty war- 
rior, successful in all his undertakings (18:5,14). 
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(18:1-3). His love was not a weak sentiment, 
but an unselfish desire for all that was best for 
David (18:4) that led him to risk the favor 
of the King and his own life for David’s wel- 
fare (19:1-7; 20:1-42) and finally to relinquish 
ungrudgingly the throne that would naturally 
have come to him (20:31; 23:15-18). Is there 
some servant of God whose work for the Lord 
is prospering because of your love for and in- 
terest in him? 

Thursday, July 11, Amos 5:16-17. The people 
of Old Testament times had a choice between 
seeking God and physical life and forsaking God 
and physical death (vv.4b,6,14). Modern man 
has a choice between seeking God and eternal 
(present and future) spiritual life and forsak- 
ing Him and eternal spiritual death (John 
3:36). How does the vivid speech of Amos 5 
dramatize the seriousness of man’s choice (vv.6- 
9,16-20)? How sure are the results of man’s 
choice (3:3-8)? How foolish, then, are those 
who manifset the attitude of v.10, or those who 
think they will be sheltered by their positions 
of respect among men (6:1), or those who put 
thoughts of judgment far from their minds 
(6:3a). What were - bye sins Amos 
preached against (5:12; 6:4-7) ? Does a material- 
istic spirit keep you Rien realizing the serious- 
ness of seeking God and obeying His laws (Matt. 
6: 19-24,33) ? 

Friday, July 12, 11 Kings 22:1-7. Read 18:1-3; 
21:1-3; 21:19-22; 22:1-2; 23:25, 31-32, 36-37 
for summaries of a few of the lives of the Kings 
of Judah. Manasseh reigned for 55 years (21:1) 
while Jehoahaz reigned for just three months 
(23:31), but regardless of the length of reign 
or variety of accomplishment, the only thing 
the author of the book thought really impor- 
tant was whether they did good or evil in 
the sight of the Lord. How would a summary 
of your life up to this point read? How would 
it compare to the summary of Josiah’s life 22:2; 
23:25)? Scan the material between these two 
verses to see how practical and specific Josiah’s 
obedience was. Where did he look for his stan- 
dards of right and wrong? Pause and think 
about the accomplishments of life that are 
really important. 


Saturday, July 13, Jeremiah 36:1-10. The 
Lord commanded Jeremiah to write on a scroll 
all the words of judgment that He had spoken 
to him over the years (vv.1-2) . Condemnation of 
sin and warning of judgment were no more 
popular in Jeremiah’s day than they are today 
(vv.14-19) . "What was the reaction of the King 
to the reading of the scroll (vv.20-26)? How 
do vv.27-32 illustrate the futility and the dan- 
ger of man’s defiance of God’s condemnation? 
What did the King lose by refusing to heed 
the words of the scroll (27-31)? What would 
he have gained if he had heeded the words 
(vv.3,7)? What is your attitude toward 
preaching on sin and judgment? 
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LESSON FOR JULY 7 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Miriam, A Leader In Israel 


Background Scripture: Exodus 2:1-10; 15:19-21; Numbers 12; 20:1; 26:59 


Devotional Reading :Psalm 32:1-7 


The Golden Text, “A woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised”, is taken from the 


eulogy pronounced upon a good wife, as we find it 


in the beautiful passage in Proverbs 31:30. 


Miriam is a different type of woman from the one described in that passage. She never married, 
as far as we know, and she was more of a public figure, taking her place along with Moses and Aaron. 
Every once in a while God raises up such a Leader from among women, but most women find their 


“career” in the making of a home and the train- 
ing of children. 


The Devotional Reading brings out the 
thought of forgiveness and focuses our atten- 
tion on the episode in Miriam’s life when she 
sinned so grievously and had to be forgiven. 
The Intermediate-Senior Topic, “A Divided 
Family Learns Forgiveness”, stresses this event 
also. We have three pictures of Miriam. Two 
of these show her to be a girl and woman of 
great capacity for leadership. The other picture 
is painted in darker colors and shows her weak- 
ness and sin — a sin which is very common in 
public life and manifests itself among those who 
lead in a nation. It is seen, too, in many families, 
especially in regard to marriage of our loved 
ones. 


I. Miriam, a Quick-witted Girl: Exodus 2:1-10. 


This is the name applied to her by Dr. Alex- 
ander Whyte who has a fine description of 
her as she watches over her baby brother. 


It is a distressing time for the Israelites in 
Egypt. “A king who knew not Joseph” has 
ascended the throne. He sees danger in having 
such a large “foreign settlement” in Goshen. 
What if these “foreigners” should join some 
enemy of Egypt? He begins to oppress the 
Israelites in various ways, and the cruel edict 
goes forth that every son born to an Israelite 
should be cast into the river. In the tribe of 
Levi a son is born and the parents hide him 
for three months. When the mother finds that 
she can no longer hide the child, she makes 
an ark of bulrushes, puts the baby in it, and 
then lays it in the flags by the river’s brink, 
no doubt with a breaking heart and a prayer 
toGod . . . “And his sister (Miriam) stood 
afar off, to wit what would be done with him.” 


The daughter of Pharaoh came down to 
bathe in the river, saw the ark, and sent her 
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maid to fetch it. When she opened it the 
babe wept, and she had compassion on it. Now 
was Miriam’s opportunity, and how eagerly and 
swiftly she took advantage of it! Shall I go 
call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, 
that she may nurse the child for thee? And 
when Pharaoh’s daughter said, Go, it does not 
take much imagination to picture Miriam run- 
ning with joy to call her mother. Pharaoh's 
daughter said to Moses’ mother, Take this child 
away and nurse it for me, and I will give thee 
thy wages. This is not the only time that God 
used a little maid to carry out His plans. 
Naaman the leper was healed because another 
“little maid” had a message and delivered it. 


The natural and the supernatural often min- 
gle together. God moves in mysterious ways 
His wonders to perform. Here is a very natural 
incident, and yet how supernatural, for the hand 
of God is over all that occurs. God has a plan 
and a great work for that babe in the bulrushes. 
He uses as His agents a mother, with her natural 
desire to save her baby; a sister with her warm 
love and quick wit; a princess with a woman’s 
heart all natural means — but guided un- 
erringly and timed just right by an overruling 
Providence; even God Almighty. How much of 
the history of the world is wrapped up in what 
seem to be trivial incidents! 


I do not know how much wages Pharaoh's 
daughter paid Jochebed for the nursing of 
Moses, but I can see some of the “wages” which 
God paid her. She must have felt richly repaid 
when she saw her son a Leader and Lawgiver, 
the greatest man in the Old Testament, and 
looking down from heaven, when she saw her 
son as one of the two men chosen to talk with 
Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration, and, 
again, when her son’s name will be coupled 
with that of the Lamb as they sing the new 
song of “Moses and the Lamb.” 
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II. Miriam: Prophetess and Singer: 
Exodus 15:19-21. 


The next time we see Miriam is in another 
critical period in the history of her people. It 
is in the hour of triumph. Moses and Aaron had 
come to Egypt demanding the release of the 
Israelites, and after a long struggle and the 
sending of the Ten Plagues, they had been 
thrust out of Egypt in haste. Pharaoh changed 
his mind, pursued them, and had been drowned 
in the Red Sea. 


A great song of Victory is composed, one of 
the great triumphant songs of the Bible - battle 
hymns - which are often created in times of 
national deliverance. (Compare with the Song 
of Deborah and Psalm 46, and also some of 
the outbursts in the book of Revelation). It 
was Miriam the prophetess who led the women 
as they sang the song on the banks of the Red 
Sea. She is recognized as a great leader along 
with her two brothers, and as such she rightly 
belongs in the ranks of the great women of 
the Bible. It seems a pity to mar this picture, 
but the Bible has a way of telling us the truth 
about both its heroes and heroines. Oftentimes 
we learn our most valuable lessons from their 
failures and mistakes and sins. 


Ill. Miriam: Sinner and Leper: Numbers 12. 


Here, again, I hope you can read Alexander 
Whyte, for while he may go too far in the use 
of his vivid imagination, he can make us see 
as few others can, the folly and heinousness 
of our sins. I want to quote a few sentences 
from him. “Look well at Miriam, all you 
envious and evil-spoken women. Look back 
at Miriam’s beginning. Look at her watching 
the ark of bulrushes. Look at her nursing her 
little brother in the house of her godly mother. 
Look at her in her rapture, like one out of 
the body with the joy of the Lord, at the Red 
Sea. And now see to what her wicked heart 
and her wicked tongue have brought her. Look 
at her with her hand upon her throat, and with 
a linen cloth upon her lip, and her hoarse, 
sepulchral, noisome voice wandering far from 
the camp, and compelled to cry Unclean! Un- 
clean! when anyone came in sight. 


Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses be- 
cause of the Ethiopian woman whom he had 
married while in exile. We see from Exodus 
2:21 that she was one of the daughters of Reuel, 
the priest of Midian. (Cushite seems better than 
Ethiopian). She does not appear to be of much 
help to Moses, and at times, a hindrance. (See 
Exodus 4:24-26, and the rather strange occur- 
rence related there). As an older sister who 
had loved and guarded her precious baby 
brother and watched him as he became learned 
in all the knowledge and wisdom of the Egyp- 
tians, she may have felt that no woman was 
“good enough for her brother,” to put it in 


PAGE 12 


modern terms. Her envy and hatred were ex- 
plainable, and natural, but nevertheless, very 
sinful, and led into even greater sin, as is 
usually the case with jealousy. 


This sin was sedition, and Aaron is involved 
with her, but evidently she was the leader in 
this move against Moses. Aaron was not a 
man of strong moral character. He could talk 
well, but he was easily led into doing some 
very unworthy deeds as we know from his mak- 
ing the golden calf because the people clamored 
for a god that they could see. This is a fai 
different Miriam from the loving sister who 
watched to see what would become of her baby 
brother, and acted so wisely at that time. Here 
is a very different woman from the prophetess 
and singer on the bank of the Red Sea. What 
has made the difference? Have you ever seen a 
peach tree turn yellow and die, and when you 
sought the cause, found the worm at its root? 
That terrible sin, that secret sin, of envy, ot 
jealousy, had been gnawing at her heart for 
years, no doubt. It is well described in Proverbs 
as “rottenness of the bones.” It is worse than 
bone cancer. It seems to have had a two-fold 
origin in Miriam; she is jealous of Moses’ wife, 
and also jealous of Moses’ position as Leader. 
It looks like she ought to have been proud of 
her brother instead of jealous, but jealousy is 
a Strange sin, and leads us to do strange things. 


As a punishment for her sin she is smitten 
with leprosy. Aaron intercedes with Moses, in- 
cluding himself in the sin: Alas, my lord, I be. 
seech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein 
we have done foolishly and wherein we have 
sinned. And Moses cried unto the Lord, say- 
ing, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee. 
(Moses was not only meek, but forgiving) . God 
required, however, that she be shut out of the 
camp for seven days, and Israel journeyed not 
till Miriam was brought in again. How jealous) 
drags us down! 


“Miriam did not live long after that week. 
It was not her age, and was not the dregs of the 
leprosy. Miriam died of a broken heart. All 
the sprinklings, and all the bathings, and all 
the thanksgivings, and all the benedictions of 
Aaron her brother all could not heal 
Miriam’s broken heart.” (In this vivid way 
Alexander Whyte describes Miriam’s sin and 
its dire consequences). Surely, all of us can 
learn a great lesson from Miriam! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 7 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“Thou Shalt Not Bear False Witness” 


Scripture: James 3:1-15 


Hymns: 
“T Would Be True” 
“More Like The Master’ 
“Blest Be The Tie That Binds” 


Program Leader: 

There are more ways of bearing false witness 
than by swearing to a _ lie on the witness stand 
in a court of law. The positive principle in- 
volved in this commandment is the protection 
of our neighbor’s reputation. It is a law which 
is very easy to violate. We break it even when 
the damage done to another’s reputation is al- 
together unintentional. Since there are so many 
ways of bearing false witness, let us try to find 
out what they are. Then let us determine to 
pray earnestly each day that the Lord will keep 
us from saying or doing anything that will 
injure the good name of another. We would 
be horrified at the thought of inflicting physical 
injuries on our neighbors and associates. A 
wound to his reputation is just as real as a 
wound to his body, and sometimes it is much 
harder to heal. 

First Speaker: 

The most obvious way of damaging the repu- 
tation of another person is to tell a malicious 
untruth about him. People do this for many 
reasons, but none of them are justified. Some- 
times we are tempted to tell lies about a person 
because we are jealous of him. At other times 
we do it in order to “pay him back” for some 
wrong he has done us. One of the most cow- 
ardly things a person can do, and the tempta- 
tion comes many times, is to tell an untruth 
about another person in order to shift the 
blame from ourselves when we have done some 
wrong. Just recently a man was ordained to 
the ministry of the Presbyterian church who 
had served seventeen years in prison for a crime 
which his uncie had committed. The testimony 
that convicted the innocent man was given by 
the uncle who committed the murder. This is 
the most obvious kind of false witness. 


Second Speaker: 

A more subtle way of bearing false witness 
that will damage the reputation of another is 
to tell half truth about him that will leave 
the wrong impression in the minds of others. 
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Suppose someone reports seeing Joe’s car parked 
outside a disreputable tavern. The implication 
is that Joe was patronizing the tavern. The 
truth of the matter was that Joe’s car had a 
flat tire in front of the tavern, and the parking 
lot was the only safe place to pull off the road 
and put on the spare. If the reporter had been 
interested in telling the whole truth, he would 
have mentioned that Joe was behind his car 
struggling with the jack. The report was true 
as far as it went, but it left an impression with 
those who heard that was entirely false. The 
half truth can be just as effective in destroying 
a reputation as an untruth. 

Third Speaker: 

Still another way of damaging a person’s good 
name is by repeating unfounded and uninvesti- 
gated rumors concerning him. The conversa- 
tion may run something like this: “I don’t 
know if it’s true, and I can hardly believe it, 
but someone told me that the reason that Mary 
is not working for Mr. Jones any longer is 
that she was helping herself to the petty cash 
drawer.” It is not necessary to believe such a 
rumor or to claim that it is true in order for 
it to be detrimental to Mary’s reputation. It 
is unlikely that any good purpose would be 
served by repeating it even if it were true, but 
it is a most dangerous and sinful thing to pass 
on such reports when you have no idea of their 
truthfulness. It may be that you have no in- 
tention of hurting anyone by repeating tales 
you hear, but the Bible says, “Thou shalt not 
bear false witness . . .”, whether it be done 
intentionally or not. 


Another thing we should consider in this 
business of tale-bearing is that it is much easier 
to do damage than it is to undo it. It is almost 
impossible to trace down a rumor you have 
repeated after you find it is false, and sometimes 
it is most difficult to persuade people to believe 
the truth after they have already accepted an 
untruth. 

Fourth Speaker: 

Do you know that it is possible to be guilty 
of bearing false witness without saying a word? 
It can be done when you give the consent of 
silence to words which you know to be false. 
Suppose you are in a group of students, and 
one of them says, “John is not in school any 
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more because he was expelled for cheating on 
a chemistry examination.” You know this is 
not true. John just plain failed the exam, and 
it pulled his average down so far that he could 
not graduate, so he dropped out and is planning 
to try it again next year. John is not one of 
your close friends, so you do not feel that you 
owe it to him to defend him for friendship’s 
sake. You also know that he is very unpopular 
in this crowd, and you are not anxious to 
jeopardize your own position with them by 
taking his part. If you remain silent, though, 
will you not be guilty of damaging his repu- 
tation by the consent of silence? As a Chris- 
tian can you afford not to tell the truth, even 
though it would be more comfortable and more 
popular to remain silent? 


Program Leader: 

(Ask your young people, without calling 
names or revealing confidences, to tell of in- 
stances in their knowledge where reputations 
have been damaged in these ways we have been 


discussing and in any other ways they may 
think of.) 








The Pensacola Theological 
Institute 


The Pensacola Theological Institute, an- 
nounced for September | to 8, has been repre- 
sented in its advance publicity as a serious ap- 
proach to theological study for ministers and 
students under competent scholars. The “Study 
and Play” formula will be made possible through 
the comfortable facilities of the McIlwain Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church of Pensacola, Flor- 
ida, and the refreshing background of Florida 
beach life. 


An outstanding faculty has been secured, in- 
cluding Professor Gordon H. Clark, Ph. D., 
Head of the Department of Philosophy at But- 
ler University in Indianapolis. Dr. Clark is 
also a noted author, his history of philosophy, 
“Thales to Dewey,” recently published by 
Houghton-Miflin, receiving highly favorable re- 
views. The Rev. Robert Strong, Minister of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Augusta, 
Georgia, will preach at a number of the evening 
worship services and will join the other faculty 
members in forum discussions. 


The Rev. Prof. Edward J. Young, Ph.D., Pro- 
fessor of Old Testament at Westminster Theo- 
logical Seminary in Philadelphia and also a 
distinguished writer will emphasize Genesis and 
lsaiah in his classes and include a lecture on 
“The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Gospel of John.” 
lt is interesting to note that Prof. H. H. Rowley, 
foremost European Old Testament scholar, 
though himself liberal, has described Dr. Young 
as the leading conservative scholar in this field. 
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The Institute has been planned by the Ses- 
sion of MclIlwain Church for the benefit of 
its own constituency and local ministers as well 
as those ministers and students from a distance 
who may be interested. It is for those who 
would appreciate or at least consider a distinc- 
tively Calvinistic course of study in which the 
Scriptures are received as verbally inspired and 
the confessional heritage of Presbyterianism en- 
thusiastically accepted. In fact, such an effort 
last year with only one guest professor proved 
so popular locally that this larger endeavor was 
suggested. Sampling the opinion of scores of 
representative ministers and students of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church further encour- 
aged the plan. 


There will be two classes each morning leveled 
to those of theological interest while an early 
evening class will be more popular in design 
as also an evening worship and preaching service. 
The afternoon will be left open for recreation 
with motor boating, surf bathing, swimming, 
water-skiing, fishing, and sightseeing trips prom- 
ised to all according to individual interests. 





A limited number of rooms will be available 
without cost through the homes of the host 
church. Other rooms will be provided in motels 
at considerably less-than-cost price. A church 
dining hall will provide for all adults, also at 
a below-cost rate. An attractive bulletin with 
pictures of the Pensacola area and a complete 
schedule of classes with subjects may be secured 
by writing the Rev. Donald C. Graham, 1214 
East Blount St., Pensacola, Florida. 


Registrations are already adequate to mark 
the success of the institute. A Columbia Semi- 
nary graduate student writes, “All three of the 
faculty are familiar to me as far as their books 
and radio messages are concerned, and I am so 
anxious to hear them personally at Pensacola.” 
A Georgia pastor writes, “The announcement 
of the institute reached me yesterday and it 
really thrilled me. This seems to fit in with 
what we have been praying for and I look for- 
ward to it with much enthusiasm.” 


An Alabama pastor writes, “The institute 
plans sound great!” A Mississippi pastor adds 
his application with the remark, “This is some- 
thing that I’ve been wanting.” The well-known 
pastor of the Shenandoah Presbyterian Church 
of Miami, Florida, the Rev. T. Wayne Fulton, 
D.D., reading preliminary plans of the institute, 
sent this unsolicited expression which he later 
gave permission to quote, “I think that you 
have been most fortunate in the faculty which 
you have been able to secure and that this rep- 
resents a very fine and somewhat unique en- 
deavor. I only hope it will be possible for me 
to attend.” 
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Isaac Kanyinda 





Atlanta — For the first time in the history of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., mission to the 
Belgian Congo, a Christian Congolese couple is 
visiting the mother Church in the United States. 
Elder and Mrs. Isaac Kanyinda arrived in the 
United States, May 31, for speaking engagements 
in Presbyterian institutions and churches through- 
out the General Assembly. They have come under 
the auspices of the Board of World Missions. 


The couple will remain in this country through 
the 12,000-man Presbyterian Men’s Convention in 
Miami, October 10-18, at which Elder Kanyinda 
will be one of the featured speakers. 


In Atlanta, June 18-26, one of the first places 
on the couple’s speaking itinerary, the Kanyindas 
will speak at Spellman College at an Interdenom- 
inational Christian Conference, and at _ special 
services at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Deca- 
tur, and at Druid Hills, West Hills, and Rice 
Memorial Presbyterian churches, Atlanta. 


The couple will address students at Stillman 
College, Tuscaloosa, Ala., and will have parts on 
the programs of the Presbyterian Women’s Train- 
ing School and the World Missions Conference in 
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Montreat, N. C., later this summer. While in 
America, Elder and Mrs. Kanyinda will also visit 
the various boards and centers of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 


As one of the featured visitors at the Men’s 
Convention in Miami, Elder Kanyinda is one of 
several speakers on the phase of the program 
emphasizing, “All The Way For Christ — Win- 
ning Men.” Appearing on the program with him 
will be Evangelist Balbino of Brazil; Lt. Col. 
Powell Fraser, Presbyterian U. S. layman in Ger- 
many; the Rev. Bob Richards, of California, well- 
known in the sports world, in pole vaulting; and 
Dr. John F. Anderson, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, Dallas, Texas, moderator of this part of 
the Men’s Convention program. 


The Rev. L. A. McMurray, veteran missionary to 
the Belgian Congo, now in this country on fur- 
lough, is accompanying the Kanyindas as they 
speak throughout the South, to act-as their in- 
terpreter. 


Both Isaac and Ngoya Kanyinda are children 
of Congolese who were bought out of slavery by 
Christians in the Congo. Elder Kanyinda’s father 
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was released from Arab slave traders, and Mrs. 
Kanyinda’s father from slavery to the warlike 
Batshioko tribe. Both men attended Presbyterian 
schools in the Congo, and married girls in the 
schools. In the case of Isaac Kanyinda’s parents, 
the marriage was the first Christian marriage cere- 
mony performed in the Kasai Valley, deep in the 
Congo. Mrs. Kanyinda’s father became a pastor 
and in 1929 was called to the Morrison Bible 
School church at Mutoto. 


When Elder Kanyinda made his own profession 
of faith, his parents said of him: “We are putting 
our child into the offering plate of God, that he 
may do the work of God always.” 


Elder Kanyinda serves his people as evangelist, 
Bible and music teacher, and preacher. His wife 
is president of the women of the church of Kakinda, 
and teaches daily classes for the young wives of 
the Bible School students at the mission station. 


The couple is well loved in their area, as to- 
gether they engage in an outstanding work of 
Christian witnessing and teaching and befriending 
the sick and sorrowing. 

They have ten children. 





World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1957 $3,500,000.00 
Receipts to date 1,249,400.64 

Percentage of annual budget 
received for 1957 35.69% 
Balance needed for 1957 2,250,599.36 
Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 





The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 


Statement of Receipts 
January 16 - May 31, 1957 
The General Fund Agencies 
Budget for 1957 


Receipts to date 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 30.09% 


$893,259.00 
179,485.15 





Balance needed for the year 713,773.85 
The Interchurch Agencies . 
Budget for 1957 $23,595.00 
Budget receipts to date 5,563.62 
Percentage to date 23.58% 
Balance needed for the year $18,031.38 
Mississipi Synodical 
Jackson — Presbyterian women in Mississippi 


gathered at Belhaven College here from June 
10-14, for the 26th annual Mississippi Synodical 
Training School. Leaders and teachers at the 
school included Dr. Manford Gutzke of Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga.; Miss Claire Randall, 
Board of World Missions in Nashville; Dr. McFer- 
ran Crowe, Jackson, president of Belhaven Col- 
lege; Mrs. Norwood Phelps of Jacksonville, Fla., 
and Mrs. Marion Reynolds of Bellaire, Texas; Dr. 
John Reed Miller, pastor First Presbyterian 
Church of Jackson; Dr. Richard A. Bolling, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Cleveland, 
Miss, and Synod’s chairman of Woman’s Work; 
Mrs. John Eakes, Synodical president; and Mrs. 
Arthur C. Miller, director of the Training School. 
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ALABAMA 


....Birmingham — The congregation of the Third 
Presbyterian Church of Birmingham held special 
homecoming day services June 2, according to 
the pastor, the Rev. James Cantrell. 


Mr. Cantrell was assistant pastor of the con- 
gregation for many years when the late Rev. 
James Bryan, known as “Brother Bryan” was 
pastor. On the death of Brother Bryan Mr. Can- 
trell was called as pastor. 


Title of Mr. Cantrell’s sermon for homecoming 
service was “‘A Man in Christ.” 














































































Dr. Wallace Alston, president of Agnes Scott 
College, Decatur, Ga., was elected moderator 
of the Synod of Georgia recently at a meeting 
of the Synod in Atlanta’s Druid Hills Presby- 
terian Church. Dr. Alston succeeds Dr. Har- 
mon Ramsey, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, Athens. 

Shown, left to right: Dr. Ramsey; Dr. Alston; 
and Dr. Charles King, pastor of First Presby- 
terian Church, Houston, Texas, the inspira- 
tional speaker at the meeting of the Georgia 
Synod. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta — Frederick G. (Rickie) Oglesby, 17, 
the son of Lt. Col. and Mrs. Stuart R. Oglesby 
III, and grandson of Dr. Stuart Oglesby, pastor 
of Central Presbyterian Church here, and Mrs. 
Oglesby, was drowned June 1 in a boating accident 
in Germany. 


The youth’s father is stationed with the MAAG 
in Copenhagen, Denmark. The Stuart Oglesbys 
III, members of Atlanta’s Central Church, were 
to sail for the United States on June 29 and Col. 
Oglesby is expecting to be assigned to Donaldson 
Air Force Base in Greenville, S. C., on August 1. 


Stoyte O. Ross, Jr., 16, son of Brig. Gen. S. O. 
Ross, chief of the Military Assistance and Advisory 
Group in Copenhagen, was with young Oglesby 
and was also drowned. The boys both lived in 
Denmark with their families but attended an 
English-language boarding school in Frankfort 


during the school year. They were rowing in 
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the Main River when their boat was capsized in 
a current below a waterfall flowing from a lock. 
The fathers of both boys immediately left for 
Frankfort upon learning of the accident. 


Dr. Oglesby, in Atlanta, said that his grandson 
was an excellent swimmer but evidently the cur- 
rent was too strong for him when his boat cap- 
sized. 


Besides his parents and grandparents, the boy 
is survived by four sisters: Dina, 11; Susan, 8; 
Jill, 6; and Lisa, 3. The other grandparents are 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Feltham of Sarasota, Fla. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Red Springs — George T. Ashford, civic and 
religious leader of Red Springs, died June 2, of a 
heart attack. Mr. Ashford, 49, was chairman of 
the steering committee of the Scottish College 
Foundation to continue operation of Flora Mac- 
donald College, a former chairman of the board 
of deacons of First Presbyterian Church in Red 
Springs, and has recently been named “Tar Heel 
of the Week” by the Raleigh, N. C., News and 
Observer for his work in civic and religious affairs. 





Davidson — Davidson College has been given 
more than $50,000 to begin a new fraternity court 
by a retired Presbyterian, U.S., minister and his 
wife. 


The Rev. and Mrs. W. S. Patterson of Davidson 
have given an annuity to the College expected to 
provide at least that amount to be used to start 
a $400,000 facility for the college’s 12 social 
fraternities to replace present house system, con- 
structed in 1928. 


Mr. Patterson, graduate of Davidson’s Class of 
1903, was a member of Pi Kappa Alpha and has 
served as adult counselor to the group at Davidson 
for the past 13 years. He has held pastorates in 
Beckley, W. Va.; Gloster, Miss.; Lakeland, and 
Madison, Fla; Prattville, Ala.; Clover, S. C. and 
Lowell, N. C. 


In 1944 he retired from active ministry to go 
to Davidson, but he has served many supply pas- 
torates since that retirement. He has been Mod- 
erator of Florida Synod; Stated Clerk of East 
Alabama Presbytery and Kings Mountain Presby- 
tery; and in 1925 was a delegate to the Presby- 
terian World Alliance in Cardiff, Wales. He has 
been sent to the General Assembly 8 times as 
Commissioner. 





TENNESSEE 


Columbia — Zion Church, near Columbia, Ten- 
nessee, celebrates on June 29-30 its 150 years of 
continuous service to Christ and the community. 

On Saturday June 29, an outdoor pageant “Con- 
tinuing Witness” will be presented under the an- 
cient oak trees that 150 years ago witnessed the 
erection of the first church by the pioneer settlers 
and the division of the tract purchased from the 
heirs of General Nathaniel Greene. The original 
deed signed by the heirs of General Greene was 
placed in the custody of one of the original pur- 
chasers and was handed down from father to son, 
and has lately been presented to the church and 
will be on display with other items of interest in 
the history of Zion. 


On Sunday, June 30, Dr. Jas. E. Cousar of 
the Independent Presbyterian Church of Savan- 
nah, Georgia, will preach the inspirational sermon, 
followed by the Lord’s Supper. Rev. W. M. Ford, 
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present minister at Zion, joined in by the congre. 
gation, has asked all living ministers, who have 
served Zion in the past, to take part in this cele- 
bration. 


David Franklin Fulton 





Dallas — The Texas Presbyterian Foundation 
has purchased the major portion of the Wynne- 
wood Shopping Village here, at a cost of approxi- 
mately $1,056,000. 


The Rev. Dr. Hubert Hopper, director of the 
foundation called the purchase of the 15 acre busi- 
ness property “one of the finest investments | 
believe we have ever made.” He estimated that 
the purchase, which was made possible by a 
$2,000,000 gift to the foundation made January 9 
by Toddie L. Wynne, Sr., would bring the foun- 
dation some $100,000 annually for the support of 
Presbyterian educational institutions. 


The foundation has employed an agent to han- 
dle the property for them. The agent is the Wynne- 
wood Village, Inc., which has been handling the 
property in the past. 


At the time the $2,000,000 gift was made to 
the foundation when American Petrofina, Inc., 
purchased American Oil Co., of which Mr. Wynne, 
Sr., was president, it was reported that $600,000 
of the $2 million had been earmarked for specific 
uses. The remaining $1.4 million went into the 
foundation’s endowment fund for improvements in 
all its institutions. 


Specifically designated amounts at that time 
went to Austin College, $300,000; Pan-American 
School in Kingsville, $100,000; Mo-Ranch Assem- 
bly Grounds near Hunt, $100,000; and Hollins 
College in Roanoke, Va., received $100,000 for a 
chapel to be named for Mrs. Toddie L. Wynne’s 
mother, Mrs. Allie Nash Young. 


Mr. Wynne, who is Moderator of the Synod of 
Texas, is a member of the foundation’s executive 
committee. 





Resolutions on the Death of 
Elder George W. Price 


WHEREAS: God in His infinite wisdom has 
removed from our midst to his heavenly home 


our esteemed fellow member, George W. Price; 
and 


WHEREAS: Mr. Price’s upright and Godly life 
was an inspiration to the members of the Session 
of the Second Presbyterian Church, of Spartan- 
burg, South Carolina, and was of invaluable serv- 
ice to our church, for the good of which he gave 
liberally of his time and money. For many years 
he served as Superintendent of the Sunday School; 
and 


WHEREAS: We are grieved at his death and 
feel that his memory will remain in our hearts, 
and that his place will be hard to fill; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED: That we bow in humble 
submission to His Sovereign will, for we know 
that “He doeth all things well.” 


That a page in the Minutes of the Second Pres- 
byterian Church be inscribed to his memory and 
his honor; that a copy of these Resolutions be 
sent to the Christian Observer, the Presbyterian 
Survey, the Presbyterian Outlook and the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal; and that a copy be sent to 
his sorrowing family. 


R. B. Paslay, Chairman 
T. P. Hartness, M. E. Tanner, Committee 
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MAKE YOUR FAITH WORK — Louis H. Evans. 
Fleming H. Revell. $2.50. 


The Epistle of James is the least technical of 
all the Epistles. It is full of strong, practical sense 
and has a message for Christians of every degree 
of attainment. James insists that the Christian’s 
religion must show. There are certain marks by 
which people can recognize a Christian. With re- 
markable skill Dr. Evans shows us that if we want 
to be real followers of Christ, the Epistle to James 
is a good guide. 


There are many theories as to the authorship 
of the Epistle of James. Dr. Evans is persuaded 
that the best evidence favors the view that the 
author was James, the brother of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. With this assumption, Dr. Evans writes, 
“If the brother of Jesus was the author — and 
we proceed on that well-established premise — 
then the Epistle he wrote becomes something more 
than merely interesting, for it contains the con- 
clusions of a brother about a divine Brother. What 
could be more intimate, more revealing? Brothers 
are always hypersensitive to what their own think 
and say about them. ‘What does your brother 
think of you?’ is a question that goes into your 
heart like a knife. So what James says about 
Jesus, about His faith and works, would go deep.” 
After the Resurrection James became an ardent 
believer in the deity of Christ. He served as the 
pastor of the Church at Jerusalem, and it was 
to him that the Christians of the day flocked for 
fellowship and counsel. James, says Dr. Evans, 
saw in the life of Christ not only a faith but a 
force. As a result of what he saw he has given 
us a practical way of living and realistic power 
to match the problems of the day. 


The nine chapters in this book all deal with 
soul-searching questions. The topics are “How 
Do You Face Life’s Trials?”, “Is Your Religion 
Words or Works?”, “Are You Prejudiced?”, “Is 
Your Tongue Converted?”, “Do You Own a Peace- 
ful Heart?”, “Are You Conceited?”, “Is Your 
Money Converted?”, “Can Your Faith Heal?”, and 
“Are You a Soul Winner?”. The author tells us 
that if the reader can answer these questions in 
the proper way, then his brothers and family may 
catch the vision of the divine Brother, too. Many 
a doubting Thomas may be arrested by the evi- 
dences of the reader’s Christian life, filled as it 
can be with workable, practical power. 


While in no wise minimizing the value of the 
healing of the body, Dr. Evans shows in this book 
that men are far more interested in the healing 
of the body than in the healing of the soul. With 
this observation, he comments, “Would to God 
it were possible to arouse as much interest in 
the healing of a man’s soul as we have in the 
healing of his body! Regrettably, it has never 
been thus, in human society . . People flock 
to the Spectacular. They come with little urging 
to pray in intercession for the healing of physical 
man. But suppose you tell these same people that 
‘the prayer of faith will save the sick’ and inform 
them that you are using this word ‘save’ in a 
strictly spiritual sense—how many will flock to- 
gether for such a purpose. To promise to heal 
the body brings crowds; to promise to save the soul 
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brings a blank stare. We spend millions on hos- 
pitals, on medical research, on efforts to cure 
cancer, polio and tuberculosis—and who would 
not thank God for that? But in comparison we 
spend pennies for the cure and salvage of the 
human soul.” 


With a high sense of final values, Dr. Evans 
calls Christians to regain a Christian interest in 
the spiritual equation of human beings. To see 
what happens to the soul of man is of supreme 
importance in the mind of God. 


Dr. Evans is a wise counsellor. His style is 
unpretentious and pungent. The inescapable con- 
clusion that the reader reaches as he comes to 
the end of this book is that in all the major 
areas of human interest, the Christian faith works. 
This is evidence that no clever unbeliever can 
rule out of the court of honest judgment. = 





CHRISTIAN: COMMIT YOURSELF! Paul S. 
Rees. Fleming H. Revell. $2.00. 


Paul Rees is pastor of the First Covenant 
Church of Minneapolis. The influence of his Chris- 
tian ministry, however, has extended far beyond 
the confines of his own parish; it has been felt 
throughout the entire nation. His books on stew- 
ardship, evangelism, and the Holy Spirit have 
blessed many lives. 


The 10 messages in this volume are all directed 
toward securing from the listeners a full commit- 
ment to Christ and His cause. Decisions at depth 
constitute the major thrust of each soul-probing 
sermon. Thus, the paramount aim of the preacher 
is to recapture the dedication, devotion and dis- 
cipline that gave such irrepressible fervor and un- 
daunted daring to the early Christian movement. 
Following the announcement of each subject, Dr. 
Rees stipulates the kind of commitment he seeks 
from the particular message. For example, in 
the sermon on “The Supreme Surrender” he 
begins by summarizing the commitment he desires: 
“T will seek to know and do the will of God in 
every area of my life.” After announcing the sub- 
ject “The Badge of Royalty” the commitment 
sought is “I will accept responsibility for service 
in my church.” 


Dr. Rees quotes General Omar Bradley as say- 
ing, “The most completely committed person I 
have met is a convinced Communist.” Recognizing 
the challenging truth in a statement of this kind, 
Dr. Rees has dedicated himself to the holy task 
of activating and mobilizing Christian people to 
a more drastic and ardent commitment to Christ 
and His cause in this world. 


The Christian minister will find here new il- 
lustrations and perhaps new insights expressed in 
new ways. The new Christian who reads this 
book will be able to learn more about the nature 
of the deeper Christian life and the clarification 
of many of his own embryonic thoughts. 





CHRISTIANITY AND SYMBOLISM. F. W. 
Dillistone. Westminster Press. $4.50. 


Concerned with getting a clearer understanding 
of the Christian sacraments, the author found that 
there were questions to be asked about symbol- 
ism beyond that of why some Christians use dif- 
ferent forms from others and what the under- 
lying meaning is. In this book the author ap- 
proaches the subject from two standpoints. First, 
what contemporary writers in different fields of 
thought are saying about symbols and second what 
part symbols have played in the great religions and 
cultures of the world. 
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Dr. Dillistone raises the question as to whether 
traditional Christian symbols are outmoded and 
whether we ought to be looking for new ones. 
He points out how in our modern world much of 
the power of these symbols has been lost, but sug- 
gests that there are ways in which at least some 
measure of their elements may be rediscovered. 
His overall purpose has been to discover the motives 
and impulses lying behind the symbol-making ac- 
tivities of mankind and to suggest how an exam- 
ination of these could help in understanding more 
clearly the way in which symbols ought to be 
employed in the life of the Christian community. 


Adherents of the Reformed Faith will not fol- 
low Dr. Dillistone in all of his views but will 
recognize that he has rendered a real service in 
his discussion concerning Christianity and symbol- 
ism. We are on common ground with this Episco- 
pal leader in believing that baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper are the two symbols we need to express 
powerfully and meaningfully what God has done 
for us in granting salvation through His Son Jesus 
Christ. 


—J.R.R. 





THALES TO DEWEY. Gordon H. Clark. 
Houghton-Mifflin Co. $5.00. 


One of the best ways to understand any subject 
is to study its history. This is certainly true in 
philosophy. For this reason there have been many 
histories of philosophy written from time to time. 
Many of these philosophies have been helpful but 
it is a well-known fact that a number are char- 
acterized by dullness. It is evidently difficult to 
write a history of philosophy that is exciting. Dr. 
Clark has succeeded, however, in this difficult 
undertaking. This volume bristles with human in- 
terest. It grips the attention of the reader from 
the very beginning and holds it to the closing page. 


Dr. Clark has not sought to do the impossible 
—bringing philosophy down to the student’s level. 
He has attempted to bring the student up to 
philosophy’s level. To avoid confusing the stu- 
dents with the multiplicity of strange names, the 
number of men discussed has been kept to a mere 
minimum. His aim has been to give a fairly thor- 
ough comprehension of a few major issues. He 
adopts the principle that a reasonably clear grasp 
of one problem is better than a dim and faulty 
memory of a hundred. It might be said that this 
work is supremely concerned with questions re- 
lating to the problem of knowledge. The author 
has also tried to avoid technicalities and express 
his thoughts in the simplest and clearest language 
consistent with precision. 


Greek philosophy is discussed in Part I of this 
volume. There are four chapters in this section. 
The third is an excellent presentation of Aristotle 
and his philosophy. 

Part II gives a magnficent treatment of the 
history of philosophy during the Middle Ages. The 
Patristic and Scholastic Periods are discussed in 
this section. Here the author shows that the source 
of all contrasts between Paganism and Christianity 
is a difference between their concepts of ‘ 
The radical difference between Greek theology 
and the Biblical concept of God is clearly set forth. 
Dr. Clark holds that the apparent similarities and 
charges of alleged borrowing on the part of Chris- 
tian writers from the Greeks are only superficial 
similarities. To put it in the author’s own words, 
he says, “For such reasons as set forth, it may 
be concluded that Paganism and Christianity are 
radically distinct. Any points of similarity are su- 
perficial and trivial. To speak of them as alike 
is no better than identifying Epicureanism and 


Platonism on the ground that both were founded 
by men.” 


PAGE 20 




















CHRISTIAN WIDOW: 


Wants position as “House Mother” in Southern 
School. 


Answer: 


Care of Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 








In the discussion of the Early Patristics the 
author has some fine paragraphs on “The The- 
ology of Jesus.” Here he observes, “that Jesus’ 
pre-eminent position in history does not depend 
on a successful teaching career, especially not 
on the teaching of prosaic morality, is evident 
from two considerations. First, His purpose in 
life was not to teach but to die. Unlike the stoics 
who thought that all men were children of God, 
Jesus viewed mankind as born in sin, as children 
of the devil and therefore needed to be born again. 
Jesus came, therefore, so that men who were not 
could become children of God. The foundation 
for this possibility was to be laid by His death, 
not by His moral teaching. In the second place, 
His lack of success as a teacher is seen in the 
fact that even His most intimate disciples mis- 
understood His message.” Dr. Clark also notes 
that Jesus claimed that He is God. He says, “This 
claim was made in various forms on many occasions 
and finally when repeated under oath at His trial 
it became the ground for His condemnation to 
death. His rising from the dead, leaving the empty 
tomb and His appearance to over 500 witnesses 
justified the claim.” 


Part III delineates the history of modern phil- 
osophy. Special attention is given to 17th Cen- 
tury rationalism, British empiricism, Immanuel 
Kant, G. W. F. Hagel and contemporary irrational- 
ism. 


The author’s finest and most penetrating analy- 
sis comes out in his exposition and criticism of 
Dewey’s fundamental ideas. He shows that Dewey 
is anti-intellecutal and his basic irrationalism is 
clearly a disparagement of epistemology. Dewey, 
he observes, considers epistemology a pseudo-prob- 
lem and a waste of time. Dewey refuses to ac- 
knowledge that epistemology is a problem. He 
said that it is incredible that such a pseudo-prob- 
lem ever arose. Dr. Clark comments, “In this case 
and in many other cases, Dewey assumes the con- 
clusion he should have argued for.” 


In a bold, concluding note Dr. Clark states that 
the history of philosophy began with naturalism 
and ends with naturalism. But naturalism is not 
enough. Man needs a divine revelation. In the 
light of this revelation, man is enabled to see 
reality that he could not see with unaided human 
reason. 


Pointedly, Dr. Clark asks, “Does this mean the 
philosophers and cultural epochs are nothing but 
children who pay their fare to take another ride 
on the merry-go-round? Is this Nietsche’s eternal 
recurrence? Or could it be that a choice must be 
made between skeptical futility and a word from 
God?” Obviously one of the values of this book 
which chronicles the history of philosophy is to 
show the limitations of human reason and the im- 


— need of a trustworthy revelation from 
God. 


This is a great and a valuable book. It is great 
in its scholarship and mastery of detail without 
weariness to the reader. Here is seasoned think- 
ing that holds the interest on every page. 


—J.R.R. 
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